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FARLAM & CHANDLER 

The newly designed garden of a Beckenham residence cleverly 
reflects the home’s contemporary interior to extend family living

T he garden attached to an elegant 
new build in Beckenham south 
London provided a completely  
blank canvas for Farlam & Chandler. 

The existing pond, swimming pool and summer 
house had to remain, and some beautiful 
mature Acer trees needed to be carefully 
incorporated into the design.

Brief 

The brief from the clients was to create a  
garden which reflected the style of the house 

and offered an outdoor living experience  
to be used for both day and night throughout 
the year. The garden was to seamlessly  
flow from the inside out, flexible areas for  
the whole family were to be created,  
providing outdoor ‘rooms’ softened with  
lots of planting. For the soft landscaping,  
the client wanted Farlam & Chandler to  
create a contemporary formal scheme,  
with hints of a traditional English garden  
and year-round interest, reflecting the  
changing seasons.

EXTERNAL ELEGANCE
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PORTFOLIO
PROJECT 
DETAILS

Build time 
12 months

Size of project  
1,500m2

1   The whole garden

2   Lawn swing seat

3   Terrace furniture

4   The main lawns

5   Relaxing terrace

6   Kitchen terrace
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ABOUT FARLAM & CHANDLER

Farlam & Chandler is a 
creative collaboration 
between Harriet Farlam 
and Ben Chandler. Together they have over 25 
years of experience within the garden design and 
construction industry. Working on varied projects 
worldwide, from coastal gardens to country 
estates and landscapes in the UK and USA.
www.farlamandchandler.com

Design and build

The architecture of the house was transferred 
directly to the outdoor space, informing the 
structure or ‘bones’ of the garden. Farlam & 
Chandler created a series of connecting green 
spaces and two generous terraces now flow from 
the inside out to create separate spaces for both 
dining and relaxing close to the house. The pool 
garden, framed with architectural grasses, was 
linked with a calm and contemplative lawn garden, 
lined with pleached trees to allow for privacy while 
still making the spaces feel open. The sophisticated 
layers and play of light created in this garden also 
carry through at night, when the spaces come alive 
with carefully lit trees. 

The materials were selected to reflect the colour 
palette of the house. A buff sandstone paving and 
cedar decking harmonise with the buff render and 
yellow brick of the house façade. The fences were 
painted dark grey to contrast with the light paving 
materials and connect to the modern anthracite 
grey window and door frames. 

The programme meant that the garden was to 
be built alongside the new house, which created 
logistical difficulties at some point. Great team work 
and communication throughout the build was really 
important in making the garden successful. 

Planting

Yew hedges provided the primary structure 
through the whole garden, connecting each 
area and creating a crisp backdrop for the 
perennials and grasses.

Clipped Yew topiary columns, beech cubes, 
bay balls and beech pleached trees anchored 
and defined different spaces in the garden, 
giving each area its own character and sense  
of structure. 
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As well as in the grasses and herbaceous 
borders, the change in seasons is still reflected 
in these formal elements; the Beech cubes 
turning golden in the autumn and through the 
winter, contrasting with the dark green Yew 
hedges behind. 

Surrounding the pool garden, ornamental 
grasses such as Calamagrostis ‘Karl Foerster’ 
were planted in strong lines, mirroring the Yew 
but in a softer, more tactile way. These catch  
the light and keep their structure through the 
winter months.

Long flowering and reliable flowers such  
as geraniums, Erigeron and anemone were 
selected for their prolific flowering. Perennials 
such as Achillea and Veronicastrum and shrubs 
such as hydrangeas were chosen not only for 
the flowers through the summer, but also for 
their valuable winter seedheads. 

REFERENCES

Design
Farlam & Chandler
www.farlamandchandler.com 

Paving supplier
CED Stone Group 
www.cedstone.co.uk

Hard landscaping contractor
Outdoor Creations
www.outdoor-creations.co.uk

Plants supply
How Green Nursery
www.howgreennursery.co.uk

Pot supply
Atelier Vierkant 
www.ateliervierkant.com

Furniture supply
expormim
www.expormim.com

DURING

PLAN

BEFORE

Another important layer of the planting  
scheme are the bulbs. Alliums, tulips, daffodils, 
snowdrops planted en masse in both the 
borders and the pots allow the garden to  
come alive at the very start of the year. 

Special requirements

The client was keen to dress the  
terraces in a similar way to the  
internal rooms. Farlam & Chandler 
carefully selected beautiful furniture and 
cushions, each with its own character 
for each area of the garden. These 
finishing elements make the garden 
feel welcoming and remain outside  
all year round to give an extended 
sense of outdoor living. Handmade 
pots were also selected, bringing a 
sculptural element to the spaces. 
Planted up with seasonal plants, 
they extend the flowering 
season and create carefully 
positioned focal points. 

7    Long borders

8    Statement pots with seasonal planting


